
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

November  30,  2025 - First Sunday in Advent  

 
 

 

Many evangelicals, however, act like they are still living in Jerusalem or Samaria. 

Consider, for example … taking personal offense at the behavior or language of 

unbelievers. If I go to see a movie in Babylon, should I not expect the film to reflect 

Babylonian beliefs and values? As a Christian I may disagree strongly with those 

beliefs and find the values utterly contrary to God ’s law, but surely that should not 

be surprising. Nor, if I am living in exile in Babylon, does it make sense to be 

offended that Babylonians act like the Babylonians, or that they fail to make many 

films that reflect the beliefs and values of Jerusalem. In fact, I should not be 

surprised if they make films that deride the beliefs and values of Jerusalem – after 

all, this is Babylon.  
 

The model of living in exile thus helps clarify why we might want to watch 

Babylonian films, even though they do not reflect the beliefs and values of 

Jerusalem. The fact that Babylonians make art that reflects their world and life view 

should be seen as an opportunity. We need windows of insight into the Babylonian 

culture, and points of contact in order to launch discussion of the big questions of 

life, and Babylonian art is one place where both can be found. Besides, one need not 

be a believer to make good films, just as an author need not be a Christian to write 

fine fiction, full of insight into life in a fallen world.  

 

—  Denis Haack; Living in Exile: a Model for Faithfulness (on 

RansomFellowship.org—highly recommended ) 

 

 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE  

Hymns and Praise Songs printed in our bulletin are used by permission through our Church Copyright License #337734  



 

 

 

 

 

The Prelude 
 

The Welcome and Announcements    

 

The Call to Worship: Psalm 144.9 -15  
 

I will sing a new song to You, O God;  

Upon a harp of ten strings I will sing praises to You, 

Who gives salvation to kings,  

Who rescues David His servant from the evil sword. 

Rescue me and deliver me out of the hand of strangers,  

Whose mouth speaks deceit  

And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 

 

Let our sons in their youth be as grown-up plants,  

And our daughters as corner pillars fashioned as for a palace; 

Let our garners be full, furnishing every kind of produce,  

And our flocks bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our fields; 

Let our cattle bear  

Without mishap and without loss,  

Let there be no outcry in our streets! 

 

How blessed are the people who are so situated;  

How blessed are the people whose God is the LORD!  
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The Opening Hymns of Praise  
  

9:00     “ Come Thou Long Expected Jesus ”   (all 4 verses)                                        #196  

                

               “O Come, O Come Emmanuel ” (vv. 1, 3, 4 -5)                                                 #194           
 

11:15  “ Behold Our God ”                                                                  - -Baird, Altrogge   
 

   

Who has held the oceans in His hands? Who has numbered every grain of sand? 

Kings and nations tremble at His voice; all creation rises to rejoice.  

  

Behold our God seated on His throne  

Come let us adore Him  

Behold our King nothing can compare  

Come let us adore Him  

  

Who has given counsel to the Lord? Who can question any of His words? 

Who can teach the One who knows all things? Who can fathom all His wondrous 

deeds? 

(Chorus)  

  

Who has felt the nails upon His hand,  

Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?  

God eternal humbled to the grave 

Jesus Savior risen now to reign.  

(Chorus)  

  

You will reign forever (Let Your Glory fill the earth)  

You will reign forever (Let Your Glory fill the earth)  

You will reign forever (Let Your Glory fill the earth)  

You will reign forever (Let Your Glory fill the earth)  

  

Behold our God seated on His throne 

Come let us adore Him 

Behold our King nothing can compare  

Come let us adore Him 

(repeat)  
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11:15   “ Come, Thou Long -Expected Jesus ”                                                                  -   Wesley     

 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art, 

dear Desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

  

Joy to those who long to see Thee, Dayspring from on high, appear; 

come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse, of Thy birth we long to hear! 

O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth:  

“Go to Him, Your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth. ” 

  

Come to earth to taste our sadness, He whose glories knew no end; 

by His life He brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.  

Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall;  

this the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all.  

  

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever,  now Thy gracious kingdom bring.  

By Thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; 

by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
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Corporate Confession of Sin (Psalm 51.1 -10) : 
  

Reader: Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; according to the greatness 

of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and 

cleanse me from my sin.  

  

People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  Against You, You only, 

I have sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified when You 

speak and blameless when You judge.  

  

Reader: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me. Behold, You 

desire truth in the innermost being, and in the hidden part You will make me know wis-

dom.  

  

ALL:  Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, 

O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
  

(Silent Confession)  

  

The Promise of Forgiveness and Peace With God Through Christ:  
  

Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make 

me to hear joy and gladness, let the bones which You have broken rejoice.  

  

The Prayers of God ’s People: 
  

Our Father, hearing joy and gladness, cleansing and forgiveness echoing from Christ ’s 

empty tomb, we ask that You grant us assurance to pray boldly: (Silent prayer)  
  

We pray for the friends and family with whom we may speak this holiday season; fill our 

mouths with grace and truth to glorify You in our conversations : (Silent prayer)  
  

Lord, please care for Ethan and Amanda Brown and their children; give them great hearts 

for God and bold love for the students at the University of Illinois : (Silent prayer)  

  

We pray for the lonely, the broken, the sick and the poor; give us eyes to see them and 

hearts to pray for and help them as You enable us:  (Silent prayer)  
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The Declaration of Faith and Offering:  
 

(We use the declaration of faith and offering to “preach to ourselves” the reason for our hope. The  

Christian’s confidence is in God’s truth and in God’s care. Because Park Road is a church for both con-

vinced Christians and for people at different stages in their spiritual journey, we invite you to use this 

time and the musical reflection to think, pray, offer and consider what God is doing in your life.)  
   

 

 

 

 

 

The Advent Reading: Christ, the Prophet* (John 1:18)  
  

Reader: No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bos-

om of the Father, He has explained Him.  

  

How does Christ carry out the office of prophet? 

  

People: Christ carries out the office of a prophet, in revealing to us by His 

word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.   

 

 

 Response: “The Doxology ”    
   

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, Ye heavenly host,  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  
 

 

 

”    
  

 

 

 
  

  

     

  

   

 

 

 

*This reading is taken from the doctrinal statement or “catechism” of the Presbyterian Church in America, 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism. It was composed in 1647 by a large group of pastors and theologians in 

England.  
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9:00   “Light of the World ”                                                                               -Daigle, Duncan, Mabury  

 

The world waits for a miracle 

The heart longs for a little bit of hope 

Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 

A child prays for peace on earth 

And she's calling out from a sea of hurt 

Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 

And can you hear the angels singing 

 

Glory to the Light of the world  

Glory, the Light of the world is here  

 

The drought breaks with the tears of a mother 

A baby's cry is the sound of love 

Come down, come down, Emmanuel 

He is the song for the suffering  

He is Messiah, the Prince of Peace has come 

He has come, Emmanuel 

 

Glory to the Light of the world  

For all who wait, for all who hunger 

For all who've prayed, for all who wonder 

Behold your King, behold Messiah 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel  

 

Glory to the Light of the world  

Glory to the Light of the world  

 

The world waits for the miracle 

The heart longs for a little bit of hope 

Oh come, oh come Emmanuel 
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11:15   “ Press On ”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           - Burgess 

 

When the valley is deep 

When the mountain is steep 

When the body is weary 

When we stumble and fall 

 

When the choices are hard 

When we're battered and scarred 

When we've spent our resources 

When we've given our all 

 

In Jesus' name, we press on  

In Jesus' name, we press on  

Dear Lord, with the prize  

Clear before our eyes 

We find the strength to press on  

 

Dear Lord, with the prize  

Clear before our eyes 

We find the strength to press on 

 

(Chorus)  

 

We find the strength to press on 

To press on 
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The Scripture Reading: The Prophet Daniel,  Chapter One   
 

 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 

to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with 

some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house 

of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god.  

 

3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, 

including some of the royal family and of the nobles, 4 youths in whom was no defect, who were 

good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and 

discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court; and he ordered him to 

teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king appointed for them a daily 

ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they 

should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king's personal service. 

6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 Then 

the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name 

Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego.  

 

8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or 

with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that 

he might not defile himself. 9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the 

commander of the officials, 10 and the commander of the officials said to Daniel, "I am afraid of 

my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces 

looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit 

my head to the king." 11 But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had 

appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for ten 

days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 "Then let our appearance 

be observed in your presence and the appearance of the youths who are eating the king's choice 

food; and deal with your servants according to what you see."  

 

14 So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days 

their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who had been eating the 

king's choice food. 16 So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they 

were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables.  
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17 As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch of 

literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams. 18 Then at 

the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting them, the commander of 

the officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and out 

of them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they 

entered the king's personal service. 20 As for every matter of wisdom and understanding 

about which the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the 

magicians and conjurers who were in all his realm. 21 And Daniel continued until the first 

year of Cyrus the king.  

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks Be to God!  

 

The Sermon                                                                                                          - T .J. Campo  

In Lonely Exile Here  | Mourning and Thriving in Babylon      
 

Sacred Sons in the Secular City 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Closing Hymn  
   
  9:00  “ What Child is This?  (all 3 verses)                                                                             #213  

  

11:15  “ O Come, O Come Emmanuel ”                                                                             - Neale 

  

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here ,  

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

   

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,  

Who to thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, 

In ancient times didst give the law  

in cloud and majesty and awe.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Thou Day-spring from on high,  

and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

 

 

The Benediction and Amen       
 

The Postlude   
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SERMON SERIES  

In Lonely Exile Here | Mourning and  Thriving In Babylon  
Good News from the Prophets: Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel  
 

“O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in  lonely exile here , until the Son of God appear” 
 

Exile is a rich motif in the entire Bible. To be banished or expelled from one ’s home and sent into a 

strange place is considered a monumental trial starting with the first humans. The list of major 

Bible characters who undergo exile is too long to include here. Exile is also a pattern for the 

Christian Life (1 Peter 2.11). How can our ancestors in the faith inform our modern lives as aliens 

in the present world and how is this motif so tied to the Advent or arrival of Jesus Christ?  
 

 

Dec 7 –The Really Big Dream   Daniel 2..24-35, 44-46 
 

Dec. 14 – The Heart in Exile                 Jeremiah 9.21 -24; 17.5-13 

 

 

SUNDAY CLASSES |10:10 -11:05 AM  
 

Minor Prophets/Major Impact | Led by Dr. John Stevenson | Fellowship Hall    

Tucked away at the end of the Old Testament are these voices that thunder with messages that are 

anything but minor.   They give us the heartbeat of God as He calls His people to repentance, justice, 

mercy, and hope.  They speak into times of crisis, idolatry, and decay, yet their words blaze with timeless 

truth—revealing the God who both judges sin and restores with grace.   Their ancient messages still 

ignite faith, confront complacency, and point forward to the coming of Christ, the ultimate fulfillment of 

every promise.  
 

Inquirer ’s Class |Led by T. J. Campo | Library  

This is our "Park Road 101"  class where you have the opportunity to hear from TJ about the belief 

statements of our Church, the membership commitments, and foundational beliefs of the Christian faith. 

This 8-week class is required for anyone interested in membership at our Church.  
 

Junior & High School Sunday Class | Meegan Dorn & Sky McNeill | Room #4 (2 nd  floor)  

Join us this semester as Senior and Junior High listen to the bold voices of the Old Testament prophets 

calling for change in the hearts of Israel and Judah.   These original "rebels" with a purpose call out 

corrupt kings and nefarious nations to turn back to God.  
   

Elementary Sunday School (Grades K –5) Fall Session – Rooms #1 & 2 (2 nd floor)  

Eliyah McNeill  will be  bringing her wonderful energy and deep love for sharing God ’s Word to our 

elementary kids this term.  

       11  

SUNDAYS at PARK ROAD  
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Welcome to Park Road Pres! We are glad to have you with us today.  
 

 

 

 

Invite Card for Upcoming Events  

Stop by the Kiosk in the Narthex to get a few postcards to invite family and friends to November and 

December events at Park Road! 
 

 

Orchid:   

If you would like to purchase ($30) an orchid for 2026 to be placed in the Sanctuary for a special occasion, fill out 

your request on the Keeping in Touch form. 
 

New Church Directory  

If you are a member, please take a few moments to complete the Church Directory Information form at the 

Kiosk. Drop it in one of  the offering boxes in the back of the church.  

THIS WEEK AT PARK ROAD PRESBYTERIAN  

Sunday 9:00, 11:15 AM  Worship Service  

 10:15 AM  Sunday Classes  

 1:00 PM  S.A.L.T. Lunch Bunch @ The Field  

Monday  6:30 PM  Men’s Bible Study  

 7:30-9:00 PM  Women’s In -person Advent Bible Study  

Contact Alexa @ alexa@parkroadpres.org 

Tuesday  6:30 PM  PRYouth  

 6:30-8:30 PM  Women’s Online Advent Bible Study  

Contact Mary Diaz at 954 -249-6635  

Wednesday  6:30 AM  Men’s Bible Study on  John (via Zoom)  

Contact Nate Dorn at ndorn1@gmail.com  

 6:30 PM  Contemporary Worship Team Rehearsal  

 7:00 PM  The Bible Recap  (Dottie ’s home) 

 7:30 PM  Christmas Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday 9:15-11:00 AM  Women’s In -person Advent Bible Study  

Contact Mary Diaz at 954 -249-6635  

 11:15 AM  Women’s Prayer Time  

 6:30 PM  ESL Classes  

Friday 7:00-9:00 PM  Women’s Christmas Party  

Saturday 9:00 AM  Worship Team Group Practice  
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SALT (Senior Adults Living Triumphantly) Lunch Bunch | 1:00 pm  

Join the SALT group on Sunday, November 30th at The Field Irish Pub and Eatery located at 3281 

Griffin Road, Fort Lauderdale, 33312.   
 

The Bible Recap | Wed., Dec. 3 |7:00 -8:15 PM -Discussion Time| Dottie ’s home  

The December meeting will be having a small Christmas event. Come anytime from 6:30 PM or stay 

a little later after the discussion time. They will be having sweet and/or savory finger food. Feel free 

to bring a goodie or just bring your appetite.  Contact Dottie Wobb at 954-649-7930 with questions 

about this women’s in-person Bible study. It meets at her home located at 5716 A Polk St., 33021. 
 

Women's Ministry Christmas Event | Fri., Dec. 5 | 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall  

Join us for an evening of worship, meaningful discussion, and dinner. You can RSVP and volunteer 

by filling out the  Keeping in Touch form.  
 

Christmas Concert |Fri., Dec. 12 | 7:00 pm   

Please join us for a time of joyous worship and reflection on Fri., Dec. 12 at 7:00 pm. This is an 

excellent way to transition our busy lives and hearts into the real meaning of the Advent Season. 
 

Christmas Concert Cookie Contest  

Every year after the Christmas Concert, we have enjoyed a cookie reception. This year we will be 

having a friendly cookie contest. Awards will be given for the following categories: best overall 

cookie, most creative cookie, and prettiest cookie. The contest will be judged by all of us & will be 

judged blindly meaning names will be removed from each cookie tray.  Winners will be announced 

at both services on Sunday, December 14th.  
 

In order to have the cookies ready to go, it would be a huge help if you could drop off your 

cookies before the start of the Christmas Concert on Fri., Dec 12th at 7:00pm. Please bake at least 

1 dozen cookies. If you are dropping off your cookie, make sure your name & type of cookie is 

labeled on your dish.  
 

If you bring your dessert in or on something you would like returned, please be sure you name is on 

it. You can pick it up after the concert or Sunday morning. You will find your item in the library on 

the counter. Please sign up on the Keeping in Touch form so we can keep track of who is 

participating. Contact Alexa with questions.   
 

S.A.L.T. Christmas Luncheon | Sat., Dec. 13 | 12:00 PM | Tropical Acres  

Join the  SALT group for their annual Christmas luncheon at Tropical Acres located at 2500 Griffin 

Road, Fort Lauderdale, 33312. The cost for the meal is $25.00 and is due by Sun., Dec. 7th. Please 

sign up on the Keeping in Touch  form and note your meal choice: Salmon or Chicken Francese. 
 

Men's Christmas Fest |Fri., Dec. 19  | 6:00 – 8:30pm  

A cook-out at the Ervin Manse (3418 Pierce St). Please bring whatever you wish to drink & share 

with others, and $10 for food. Sign up on the Keeping in Touch so we can plan well. It's always a 

holly jolly time! 

HAPPENINGS at PARK ROAD  



 

 


